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STIRLING STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE UNIT 
Grievance 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.26 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for 
Emergency Services. I thank the minister for taking my grievance this morning. It relates to a very dedicated group 
of volunteers in my electorate—the Stirling State Emergency Service Unit. Although the unit is currently located 
at 33 Carcoola Street in Nollamara, its vehicles and equipment are stored in a shed situated in Sylvia Street, 
Nollamara, which is a distance of 700 metres away. Both buildings are currently owned by the City of Stirling. 
The Stirling SES is 50 years old and recent figures suggest that it is the second busiest unit in the north coastal region. 
It has 51 members. Because of limitations to the current facilities, 15 people are currently on the waitlist wanting to 
join. It is unable to recruit more volunteers because of the limitations. A major limitation is toilets. No toilets are 
in the shed where the equipment is kept, which is 700 metres from the administrative offices, and the main office 
area has only two toilets. The building has no disability access. At times it is impossible for volunteers to find 
parking because parking around the shed is quite limited. The unit’s turn-outs to call-outs, particularly searches, 
take longer because volunteers need to get equipment from both sites—the administration block and the shed. 
Volunteers often turn up in the middle of the night. It is a significantly densely populated residential area, so they 
are very conscious about disturbing local residents. The shed currently houses five vehicles and getting access to 
some of the vehicles is a real challenge as other vehicles need to be moved to enable access. They have particular 
challenges when people park in the driveway at the rear of the shed. Security for volunteers is also an issue. There 
have been instances of volunteers being abused and harassed when going between both sites. That area of 
Nollamara around the shops has some social issues, which we are well aware of. Volunteers have issues when they 
are there late at night and have to move between the sites. 

The unit desperately needs a new facility to give volunteers greater access to equipment and vehicles. This will 
speed up response times, as specialist equipment will be located in the one place and vehicles can be accessed 
quickly. The emergency operations centre needs to be located at the same site as the vehicles and the equipment. 
This will allow the unit to manage the welfare and replacement of supplies without having to go to two locations. 
The unit needs more space for training and assessments and will be able to accept more volunteers. The unit plans 
to make itself accessible to volunteers with disabilities and a more diverse range of people from the community. 
The unit is currently completely limited from doing that. The unit wants to be able to participate in more 
community engagement and open up the facilities to hold open days to allow people to see exactly what they do. 
The unit has been trying to secure land for new facilities for over 18 years. There is a lot of support for this and 
everyone agrees that this needs to happen, but the unit has been hampered by changes in government and changes in 
personnel in the City of Stirling. It is caught between local government and a number of government departments. 
The current facilities are completely dysfunctional from an operational perspective and the unit has done some 
work on identifying alternative premises. Two potential alternative sites have been identified. One of those is 
a portion of crown land on the Western Power site on Varco Road in Balcatta. The other is a portion of crown land 
on the Water Authority site on Balcatta Road in Balcatta. As much as I do not want to lose this incredibly important 
group of volunteers from my electorate, the member for Balcatta will gain the group if it is able to secure one of 
these sites. I know the unit will be very well supported and looked after by the member for Balcatta. We really 
want what is in the best interests of this particular group of people who put so much into servicing our community. 
A number of attempts have been made to discuss with Western Power the release of a very, very small portion of 
its land to allow a State Emergency Service base to be built there. The Western Power site on Balcatta Road would 
be by far the most ideal location. There is easy access off Balcatta Road, and adjoining roads access Wanneroo Road 
and Mitchell Freeway; there is plenty of parking for volunteers; it is adjacent to the Vasto Club, which they could 
potentially use if a big hall is needed; and there is open space next to the site for SES training purposes. The site 
is in an industrial area, which means there will be minimum disruption to residents. I understand that 
Western Power has some plans to expand its base on Balcatta Road, but if we look at the footprint of that base, 
there is an opportunity and the space for the SES base to go onto that site. 
My grievance is to the Minister for Emergency Services, who I know is very supportive of this move, but the 
challenge is to get all the government trading enterprises to come to the party to support this important group of 
volunteers. I seek the minister’s assistance, on my and the member for Balcatta’s behalf, to find this incredibly 
valuable group of volunteers a new home. 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.31 am]: I thank the member for Morley 
for bringing this grievance. She has very, very accurately described the situation of the Stirling State Emergency 
Service Unit. I have been to the facility at 33 Carcoola Street in Nollamara. Basically, the facility is adjacent to 
one of the City of Stirling’s ovals—it is a very large oval—and does not look like it was ever built for the purpose 
of housing an SES facility. As a result, the facility is not fit for purpose. It is too small to undertake the type of 
operations the unit does for the northern suburbs, and its equipment, as the member for Morley has just described, 
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is in a shared facility 700 metres away, on the other side of the reserve. The issue for the Stirling SES is that when 
it undertakes an operation, and it is controlling the operation out of its current headquarters, its equipment is 
somewhere else. It is the only SES unit that I know of, member for Morley, that is actually structured in this way, 
in two components. It really hampers the work of the Stirling SES. It is absolutely unfit for purpose. 
As the member indicated, this year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Stirling SES Unit. I would like to 
congratulate and acknowledge the work of the unit, the current unit manager, and all the executive and members 
for the efforts they have put in over many, many years. They do a great job up there at the Stirling SES. On my 
visit, the Stirling SES wanted to acknowledge the work of the previous member, Janine Freeman, member for 
Mirrabooka, who was a great friend to the unit and worked on its behalf to push its case forward. The unit certainly 
acknowledges the efforts of the member for Morley, and spoke very highly of the work that she is doing, along with 
the member for Balcatta; they certainly acknowledge the work that he did as deputy mayor at the City of Stirling and 
as the member for Balcatta—so, congratulations for fighting for the Stirling SES. 
For the record, I will go to the type of work the unit does. As the member for Morley indicated, the Stirling SES 
Unit is probably one of the busiest in the metropolitan Perth; it is certainly the second busiest in the northern 
suburbs. For example, between 1 July 2017 and 30 October this year, Stirling SES has provided support in one 
fire and 38 natural events, which is basically responding to storms—cleaning up and assisting people after storms. 
It has been involved in seven rescues and 14 searches, which cover air, ground and water; in three temporary 
building repairs, which involved the support of the physical structure of houses before they could collapse; and in 
dealing with one tree that collapsed in a suburb in the City of Stirling. In total, during that period of nearly 
18 months, the unit has been involved in 66 significant events. That is a substantial number of events for any 
organisation, but remember these people are volunteers. These are people who give up their time, and most of the 
effort they put into those 38 storm events was at night. We really have to take our hats off to the work of the 
Stirling SES Unit and its contribution on behalf of the whole community to assist the City of Stirling community 
in its hour of need. 

Coming to the replacement of the facility, as the member for Morley indicated, it was identified as a priority in 
2011. I do not know what the previous government was up to, but it certainly did not proceed with trying to either 
identify the land or replace that building over that period, so it continues on. I indicate to the members for Morley 
and Balcatta that the McGowan government and I have had meetings with representatives of the Minister for 
Energy and the Minister for Water to look at both of the sites that the member for Morley identified—the land on 
the Western Power site at Varco Road in Balcatta and the Water Corporation land on Balcatta Road. I recently had 
a meeting with the Minister for Water, Mr Dave Kelly, about the Balcatta Water Corporation site, which is 
currently an empty block. Unfortunately, approval has already been given for a childcare centre to be built on that 
block, which is adjacent to the Water Corporation call centre. A significant number of people with children attend 
that call centre, and the Water Corporation has given a commitment to have a childcare centre built there. I will 
certainly go back to Western Power, and I appeal to my colleague the Minister for Energy and Western Power to 
think very carefully about giving up some of that land. I ask the minister to be generous, to consider the efforts of 
a community group such as Stirling SES and to assist this body to do its work on behalf of the community. 
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